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Esther Bramble 
Café Manager  

Follow us on: 

   Our Mission 

        To engage and empower seniors of all backgrounds to 

thrive physically, emotionally and socially.  

   Our Vision 

    To foster a community that values, respects and  

    inspires older adults to live life to the fullest. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

We wish to thank the Deutsch Family  

for their generous donation of 

wines for our guests’ enjoyment. 

 

 

 

 

THIS EVENING’S PROGRAM 

 

6:00-7:15pm– Cocktails, Hors D’oeuvres,        
                    Mingling  and  Silent Auction 

 

7:15   -  Auction Closes 

 

7:30  -  Welcome Address -  SSC Board Chair,     
     Laurie Pensiero 

7:40 - A word from Our Members 

 

7:50 -  Celebrating our Honorees -                         
  Christina  Crain, Executive Director 
                   The AARP Tax Aide Volunteers  

 

8:00 -  Raffle Drawing 

 

8:15 -   Event Concludes and Auction                  
     Check-out begins 



 

 

 

 

Tonight’s event is catered by:  

 

 

 

Audio Help Hearing Center 

Marie Allen 

Coleman Clark 

Jim & Mary Anne Crutchley 

Lawrence Cryer 

Dwell Senior Advisors 

Deutsch Family  

Di Mare Pastry  

Sabine Goering 

Homecare Connectors 

Lorraine Iacovetta 

Pamela Koutroubis 

Grace Markovits 

Hildy Sheinbaum 

Donna Spellman 

Robin Staver 

Tooher-Ferraris Insurance Group 

Francisca Widyono 

To support our “fund the mission”, please scan QR 
code below to make a donation from your phone. 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS: 



 

 

Thank you to all the generous donors to 

our  Silent Auction: 

Acuario Restaurant 

Agora Day Spa 

Curtain Call Theatre 

Bar Rosina’s 

Bar Rosso 

Beyond Beautiful Med Spa 

Bigelow Tea  

Cafe Silvium 

Chez Vous Bistro 

Connecticut Power Yoga 

CycleBar Stamford 

Diane's Books 

Diego Suarez 

E Gaynor Brennan Golf Course 

Farm House Restaurant 

Fiesta Restaurant 

Gabriele’s of Westport  

Jim Fleischer 

Flinder's Lane Kitchen & Bar 

Gabriele's of Westport 

Henkel USA 

Hope Street Pizza 

Ice Cream Emergency of SW CT 

LaRocca's Market 

Lifted Brain Wellness Center 

Mayflower Home Organizing 

Mill River Park 

Dr. Michael & Pat Parry 

Pepsi Co. 

Pellici’s Restaurant 

Peter Suchy Jewelers 

Remo’s 

Prime 

Restore 

Riko’s Pizza 

Royal Green at Sterling Farms 

Rene Soto 

The Stamford Hotel  

Stamford Museum  & Nature 

Center 

Sterling Farms Golf Course 

Table 104 

Townhouse Greenwich 

Trader Joe’s 

Uncorked 

Villa Italia  

Wild Acre Rotisserie 

Zody’s  

 

 

 

A Message from  

Board Chairwoman, 

Laurie Pensiero 

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Thank you for joining us for our annual 
fundraiser, Lives Blossom.  We are delighted tonight to honor The AARP 
Foundation Tax-Aide Program Volunteers.  Their dedication and talents are 
essential to our members.  They provide valuable assistance with                 
understanding the latest tax changes and helping our members file their  
income taxes. 
 

We would also like to thank Clare Bolduc and the Development Committee 
for their outstanding work in putting together tonight’s beautiful event. We 
also thank our generous sponsors of Lives Blossom and all our attendees. 
Without your continued support, the Stamford Senior Center would not be 
able to provide the essential programs and support to the members of our 
community. 
 

The Stamford Senior Center’s membership has grown immensely over the 
last few years. We have made many enhancements to the center, with our 
newly remodeled café, new sound system, flooring, and addition of new  
exercise equipment and soon-to-come computers for our lab to name a few. 
The Stamford Senior Center continues to flourish and grow with the addition 
of new programs, providing essential resources to our growing senior     
community in which they have access to quality programs, social interaction, 
health & wellness, recreational activities, educational and social events.           
Programs are available both in-person and online to assure accessibility to 
all our members.  
 

Your generosity tonight will help us to continue our mission and support our 
vision of a new Senior Center in the future so that we can better provide  
support to our members.  So please visit our Silent Auction and contribute to 
the Fund-A-Mission.  Your generosity will & does make a difference in so 
many lives. 
 

We welcome and invite you to visit the Stamford Senior Center, so you can 
see firsthand the impact your kindness and generosity makes to our  
members.    



 

 

A Word from some of our Honorees: 

The AARP Tax– Aide volunteer group is a 
very diverse group of dedicated      
individuals. We have volunteers in their 
20’s through 80’s. While some have       
accounting backgrounds, they are the   
minority. We have teachers, lawyers,    
financial  service professionals and many 
other industry sectors. Many of them are active volunteers 
with other non -profit  organizations as well.  AARP Tax-Aide is 
deeply grateful  to the Stamford Senior Center for graciously 
hosting our tax preparation service every year and for   
providing so many  support services to the program.  We are 
incredibly honored to be recognized by the  Stamford Senior 
Center at their 2024 Lives Blossom Gala.                  

      -  Cathy Ostuw        

“I’ve done taxes at five  different locations 
since I joined the AARP Tax Program in 
1998.  None have been as  welcoming and 
helpful as the Stamford Senior Center.   
Thanks to Chris, Gina and Ada for their 
friendly support.”    
    - Dan Katz 

“I started doing taxes right after I retired 
from Pitney Bowes in 2006.  I have found 
it challenging and  stimulating and a great 
way to meet interesting  people.  Thank 
you to the   Stamford  Senior Center for 
hosting this service.”                                       
   - Mary Maarbjerg 

 

 

Your support means the world  

to us and we thank you! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

After I retired I looked for a volunteer 
opportunity where I would  enjoy the 
work, learn new things and help      
others in the community. I found this 
in the Stamford AARP Tax-Aide               
program with its supportive                  
coordinator and a great team of              
volunteers to work with.                   
         - Grace Markovitz 

“ I volunteer preparing income tax        
returns because it is an opportunity to 
use my career experience to help 
those in need. After all  everyone has 
something to offer those who can use 
help.”                                 
   - Carl Shapiro 

“I must really enjoy volunteering for 
AARP Tax Aide because I’ve been doing 
it for over 15  years!”                    
   - Joseph Mittel 

“I have always believed in the        
importance of giving back to the 
community. Nothing is more         
rewarding than when a taxpayer 
leaves our site crying, not out of 
sadness but out of joy because 
we were able to reduce their 
stress and deliver unexpected 
benefits that will make their life 
easier.”  

-Jonathan Naiman 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Tonight’s music by: 

Vinnie Ferrone 

Vinnie has performed at 
over 350 venues across 

the country and is availa-
ble for  private bookings.  

973.224.5497 
www.vinnieferrone.com 

vferrone@comcast.net 

 

We are proud to support  

Lives Blossom and  

The Stamford Senior Center 
 

UAW  

Local 2377, Region 9A 

888 Washington Blvd. 

Stamford, CT 06901 

Region9a.uaw.org 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vinnieferrone.com
mailto:vferrone@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 
WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT 

 

THE  
STAMFORD  

SENIOR CENTER 
 

 

CALL STACY BENNETT 

203-409-4630 
 

STACY.BENNETT@CROSSAGENCY.COM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Bosak Family is proud to  

continue to support our seniors and the staff at 

The Stamford Senior Center. 

 

Curley’s Diner is proud to 
support The  

Stamford Senior Center.   
 

A family owned Stamford 

 icon since 1976. 
 

Visit us at 

62 W. Park Place 

Stamford, CT 

mailto:STACYBENNETT@CROSSAGENCY.COM


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

A Big Thank You to 

Cathy Ostuw 

and 

 The AARP Tax Aide  
Volunteers! 

 

from  

Mary Maarbjerg 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to: 

 

The AARP Tax Aide Volunteers 

for this well deserved             

recognition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael A. Totilo, CPA 

Totilo & Company LLC 

Certified Public Accountants 

1200 Summer Street 

Stamford, CT 06905 

203-359-1584 

Www.TotiloCPA.com 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

AJM REAL ESTATE  
SERVICES, INC. 

 
Thank you  

AARP Tax Aide Volunteers 
 

For your support and dedication to 
the Stamford Senior Center 
and the senior community 

  

 
 

Anthony Matteis, Jr. ~ President 
 

 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
RENTAL & SALES 

 
 

203.353.8133 
 
 

WWW.AJMREALESTATE.COM 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations and Many Thanks to 

 

The AARP Tax Aide Volunteers 

 

For your passion and support  

of older adults 

 and all you do to assist individuals 

with filing their income taxes. 

 

 

Clare and Robert Kretzman 

 

 


